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P.O. Box 52446 Shannon Plaza Station, Durham, NC 27717-2446 
admin@nccai.org           (919) 489-3268 (Phone)          (919) 489-3285 (Fax) 

 

  

 November 23, 2021 

 

 

 

Dear Members of NC Judicial District 16,  

 

I have the honor of being nominated to be your representative on the NC State Bar Council, and I 

would appreciate your support in providing me with the opportunity to serve you.  

 

During my time as a member of the bar in our judicial district for over 20 years, the focus of my 

work has been post-conviction innocence claims and criminal justice reform, through both 

legislative and voluntary adoption of policy change.  Before my legal career, I spent nine years in 

corporate finance with Northern Telecom, where I had extensive exposure in contract 

negotiations and human resource related issues, including corporate diversity. The combination 

of my corporate and criminal background provides me with a unique perspective on a broad 

spectrum of issues that are important to you and your practice.  

 

As a member of the State Bar, I served on a committee to review the rules associated with 

attorney-client privilege and how those rules balance with knowledge of injustice.  The outcome 

of that committee’s work resulted in the important addition of Rule 8.6 and provided me with an 

opportunity to work with and learn from incredible members of our State Bar and State Bar staff. 

Additionally, although a much less positive experience, my time going through the State Bar 

disciplinary process was a valuable learning experience that will contribute to my ability and 

commitment to be your representative. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if I can answer any questions or provide you with additional 

information that might help in your decision-making process.  I have included my resume here.   

 

Thank you for your consideration.  Have a safe and happy holiday season.  

 

Christine “Chris” Mumma 

Executive Director, NCCAI 

Member of NC Judicial District 16 
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     CHRISTINE C. MUMMA 
3124 Surrey Road, Durham, NC 27707 

 (919) 489-3268 (office) (919) 818-2674 (mobile) 
cmumma@nccai.org 

 
BAR ADMISSIONS 

North Carolina, 1999 
U.S. District Court, Eastern District of North Carolina 
U.S. Supreme Court 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE 

North Carolina Center on Actual Innocence                                                                              July 2001 – Present 
Executive Director, Legal Counsel  

• Investigates and litigates credible post-conviction claims of innocence by North Carolina inmates.  

• Coordinates the work of North Carolina’s law school Innocence Projects®. 

• Manages intake of over 500 innocence claims (down from 1,200) and 100 volunteers each year. 

• Responsible for non-profit agency management, fund raising, and state and national policy work. 

• Major Achievements: 

• Spearheaded State legislation addressing eyewitness identification, recording of interrogations, preservation 
of biological evidence in unsolved and closed investigations, access to DNA testing, increased compensation 
and support for the exonerated, forensic science reform, and establishment of the first Innocence Inquiry 
Commission in the United States. 

• Successfully Represented: 

• Dwayne Dail – exonerated by DNA evidence in August 2007 after over 18 years of incarceration for the rape 
of a child.  The true perpetrator was identified.   

• Joseph Abbitt – exonerated by DNA evidence in September 2009 after 14 years of incarceration for rape. 

• Gregory Taylor – exonerated in February 2010 after 17 years of incarceration for murder. 

• Willie Grimes – exonerated in October 2012 after 24 years of incarceration for the rape of an elderly woman.  
The true perpetrator was identified.  

• Larry Lamb – exonerated in August 2013 after 20 years of incarceration for murder.  The true perpetrator was 
identified.   

• Joseph Sledge – exonerated January 2015 after 36 years of incarceration for a double-murder.  

• Edward McInnis – exonerated August 2015 after 27 years of incarceration for rape. 

• Johnny Small – exonerated September 2016 after 27 years of incarceration for murder. 

• Mark Carver – exonerated June 2019 after 8 years of incarceration for murder  

• Contributed to the exoneration of eighteen other North Carolina citizens.  
 
North Carolina Chief Justice’s Criminal Justice Study Commission               November 2002 – December 2007 
Executive Director  

• Coordinated and facilitated the work of a commission of criminal justice representatives, including prosecution, 
law enforcement, judiciary, victim advocates, and defense, in the study of causation issues associated with 
wrongful convictions. 

• Responsible for setting meeting agendas, researching topics of study, identifying experts, addressing all inquiries 
and correspondence, obtaining grant funding, assisting in drafting policy and legislative proposals, and serving as 
the representative for the Commission in public forums. 

 
UNC School of Law                                                                                                                 January 2000 – Present 
Adjunct Professor  

• “Wrongful Convictions” for third-year law students  

• “Research, Reasoning, and Writing Advocacy” for first-year law students. 
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Supreme Court of North Carolina 
Research Assistant for Chief Justice I. Beverly Lake, Jr.                                                  March 1999 – June 2001 
Research Assistant for Judges Donald Smith and Robert Hunter                         August 1998 – December 1998  

• In addition to standard clerkship responsibilities researching the law and drafting opinions, assisted Chief Justice 
Lake with his administration of the State courts and preparation of the State judicial budget. 

 
Nortel, Inc.                                                                                     
Director, Financial Planning & Analysis                                                                                 April 1992 – June 1994 

• Managed staff of nine. 

• Prepared budgets and quarterly forecasts to provide senior management with advance insight and analysis of 
financial data for a $2.4 billion organization. 

• Represented finance department in contract negotiations for telecommunications product quotations and service 
contracts. 

• Identified as one of Nortel’s President’s Key Resources. 

• Received Nortel’s highest performance rating for nine consecutive years. 
 
Manager, Contract Reporting and Financial Analyst                                                          July 1985 – March 1992 

• Managed staff of eight responsible for analysis and reporting of income and costs associated with more than 7,000 
contracts and $1.7 billion in sales. 

• Held analyst positions of increasing responsibility in areas of budgeting, cost accounting, and audit. 
 
BOARD SERVICE 

North Carolina Advocates for Justice 
North Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense Services 
North Carolina Institute for Constitutional Law 
North Carolina Prisoner Legal Services 
UNC Board of Visitors 
UNC Law Alumni Board of Directors, Strategic Planning Committee 
Durham Roundtable 
American Judicature Society 
Fair Trial Initiative, Board of Directors 
North Carolina Symphony, Board of Directors 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

The Fellows of the American Bar Association  
Durham County Bar Association 
International Association of Chiefs of Police 
National Academy of Criminal Defense Attorneys 
North Carolina Advocates for Justice 
North Carolina Commission on Racial Justice and Ethnic Disparities 
North Carolina Association of Property and Evidence 
North Carolina Association of Women Attorneys 
North Carolina Bar Association 
 
PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITIONS 

NC Justice Center, Defender of Justice Litigation Award, 2018 
NC Advocates for Justice, Thurgood Marshall Award, 2017 
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U.S. DOJ steering committee for The National Sexual Assault Policy Symposium 
Indy Weekly, Citizen of the Year, 2015 
Lawyer’s Weekly Barristers Breaking Barriers, 2014  
Lawyer’s Weekly Women of Justice Award, Public Service Practitioner, 2012 
North Carolina Advocates for Justice, Kellie Crabtree Award, 2010 
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation, Nancy Susan Reynolds Award for Advocacy, 2009 
Business Leader Magazine, Pro Bono Attorney of the Year, 2008 
Raleigh News & Observer, Tar Heel of the Year, 2007 
NCBA, William L. Thorpe Pro Bono Attorney of the Year, 2005 
UNC Law School Outstanding Recent Graduate Award, 2005 
Raleigh News & Observer, Tar Heel of the Week, 2003 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

• “The North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission – A Process to Catch the Cases that Fall Through the Cracks.”  
In Making Justice: The Innocence Challenge to Criminal Justice Policy and Practice, edited by Marvin Zalman and 
Julia L. Carrano, New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2013. 

• Mumma, Christine C., The North Carolina Actual Innocence Commission: Uncommon Perspectives Joined by a 
Common Cause, 52 Drake L. Rev. 647 (2004). 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

North Carolina Association of Property and Evidence 
International Association of Crime Analysts 
Institute for Law Enforcement Administration 
The Center for American and International Law 
National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
UNC Center for Civil Rights  
International Association of Chiefs of Police 
Arizona Judicial Conference 
National Institute of Justice 
Florida Gulf Coast Forensic Science Conference 
Kansas City Crime Lab Annual Conference 
American Society of Crime Lab Directors Annual Meeting 
North Carolina Police Alumni Association 
Forsyth County Defense Bar 
North Carolina Association of Chiefs of Police 
UNC Annual Festival of Legal Learning 
North Carolina Public Defenders Conference 
North Carolina Association of Police Attorneys Annual Conference 
Wake County Paralegals Association 
University of New Haven Department of Forensic Science  
 
EDUCATION  

University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill, School of Law, Juris Doctor, May 1998 
University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill, Bachelor of Science, Business Administration, May 1985 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

• Strong analytical, organizational and time management skills. 

• Strong interest in effective policy, efficient process, and truth in justice.  Ran for State Senate in 2004.   

• Managed a successful finance career, full-time law school, and a law career while raising three children. 

• Established the UNC School of Law “Mumma Scholarship for Single Parents”.  
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